2019 LADMAS Aughton Scale Fly In.

This was the 4th scale fly in at the club’s Aughton site and we were blessed with perfect weather for the whole days flying.


It should be borne in mind by us all that these club events whether at Halsall or Aughton don’t just happen but rather they take several days of preparation and pre planning so as ever thanks and appreciation are due to those who take the trouble to do so on our behalf. Let us never forget that these are all volunteers who in many cases give up their flying day so that we can enjoy ours. With that in mind our thanks on this particular occasion are due to Gary and his ‘team’ of volunteers including in the main Barry, Neil, Mike and Dan along with several others who so immaculately prepared the flying site, erected the marquee and arranged the barbecue and drinks which were so efficiently dispensed on the day by Kim and Marianne. 


Also thanks to Roy for volunteering to tackle the ‘impossible’ job of flight line manager!


The day started with Barry giving the pre start up safety briefing. Because of the large number of members and models who attended the event [50+ models were counted in the pits but not all flew] and bearing in mind the close proximity to residential property and extreme noise sensitivity of the site [along with model safety considerations] it was deemed prudent to limit the number of airborne models at any one time to four. We did have one or two occasions through the day when this was exceeded but in the main members managed to restrain their enthusiasm!

Anyway flying commenced at 11.00am with the prevailing wing coming from the SE which meant that our landings were from the area of the riding school and stables/paddock. Fortunately Gary had had the foresight to inform Hazel at the riding school of the days events well in advance so she had taken the precaution of ensuring that several valuable horses had been moved to another paddock and riders had been made aware so as to avoid any potential issues. Gary also spoke to our neighbouring farmer and arranged that his sheep had been moved to alternative grazing for the day thus minimizing any risks there. At the moment due to Gary’s’ diplomatic skills we have an excellent relationship with these neighbours and seem to ‘rub along’ with them without serious issues; long may it continue!
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An early morning shot of the pits filling up quite nicely.
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Talk about a quart into a pint pot! The only picture of my Stuka here; can’t fly and take pics at the same time just yet!

Several models were making return appearances from previous events so I have concentrated a little more on those ‘newcomers’ to this years event. Apologies to those whose models I missed, my only excuse is that I wanted to get in a bit of flying myself!

One of the 1st models into the air was Tony Fagans 1/3 scale Tiger Moth. You may remember Tony’s Stearman from last year built to the same scale. This Moth was equally impressive and looked beautiful in the air being so realistically flown by pilot for the day John Tarbuck. Here are its vital statistics. The model is from the Fred Beard Precision Scale kit which is no longer available. It spans 10ft and weighs 30lbs. power is from a Zenoah 62cc petrol 2 stroke and the model is covered in [acres of] white Solartex. The paint finish done with cellulose paint represents the colours of the Scott Flying Circus circa 1935 [so no anti spin strakes].
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Lovely finish and detail on the Tiger Moth of Tony Fagan.
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What a picture!
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Nice crisp detailing on the 1/3 scale Tiger Moth.


Another very nice model new to the event was Dan Patons ¼ scale Flair Tiger Moth. This one is finished in colours typical of RAF training units circa 1950’s. Dan purchased the model pretty much as you see it. It is more than adequately powered by an ASP 180 f/s single glow engine which means that in the air it sounds as good as it looks. I have no other details of this model but if memory serves they normally come out at about 18-20lbs and all fly superbly. At 88” span these are models that tick a lot of boxes being large enough to have significant presence whilst still being easily transported in the family car. I’m not sure if you can get Flair models any more which is a pity but probably a sign of the ‘ARTF’ times in which we now find ourselves.
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Dans Flair Tiger Moth drifting over in Gin clear morning skies.
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The Moth sits well in the air and fly’s beautifully.
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Who wouldn’t want a Tiger Moth?

It was nice to see a few of our committee members at the event and the next model is a recent acquisition by our membership secretary James Darby.

This is a 104” span Cessna 182 Skylane  which is apparently from a World Models ARTF. The model is Zenoah 38 powered with an after market silencer which gives a very pleasant note to the exhaust. To add a bit more realism the model is fitted with a Multiplex landing light system which looks good on those nice approaches.
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The World Models Cessna flown by James.
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The model is nice enough to stand close inspection. Seen here starting a low pass.


We’ll stay with James for the moment as he also brought along another very nice model. This one a Blackhorse 85” span DH Chipmunk. Again in the ARTF format these models do look good and fly very well. I had one myself several years ago and found it performed well enough to enter a few comps with it. From my experience they come out very light [mine was only around 14lbs. and flew superbly on a 120 f/s] and are a delight to fly. James powers his with a NGH 26cc 2 stroke petrol engine which has enough power to give this model performance that pilots of the real thing could only dream of!
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The Chipmunk where a Chipmunk belongs. In the air.
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Still a nice model but now getting expensive at around £500+ if you want one!


Let’s now get James’ contribution out of the way with the last of the 3 models he brought along. An own design electric pusher powered Concorde. A lovely little model but I had to admonish James for his unpatriotic Air France colour scheme!!!....
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It was ‘rat up a spout’ photography trying to catch this one!
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What a shame that we won’t see the real thing grace the skies again.


Time for one we have seen before now. Jeff Pearson once again supported the event with his ¼ scale [105” span] Piper L4 ‘Grasshopper’ from the Precedent kit. The model weighs in at a modest 18lbs. and is powered by a Quadra 35. Jeff uses a combination of JR and Spektrum radio gear and has covered the model in Solartex. Before moving on to the photos I have to apologise to Jeff as he also brought along a 72” Weeks Pitts Special which I didn’t manage to capture in the air. You can just see it on the ground far left in the second photo contained in this report.
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Jeff’s Grasshopper. We’ve seen it before but worth another look.
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For such a simple aircraft they did remarkable work during WW11.


Another model which was putting in a second appearance was Keith Fears DH Moth Minor. Built many years ago by club member and ex Woodvale judge Jim Dobson Keith acquired it several years ago and does Jim proud by the way he flies it.  A handy size at around 80” span this model is powered by a 90 f/s and harks back to an earlier era in modelling. It’s not that long ago that a model this size would have drawn a huge crowd and a 90 f/s was regarded as over indulgent exotica! Nowadays we regard it as a ‘nice little club model’, how times have changed. For all that on a nice day with a gentle breeze nothing looks better than a charismatic model like this ‘puttering’ around the skies. What do you think?
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A welcome return to Keith and the lovely Moth Minor.
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Simple but pretty; just like your scribe!!!!


Eric Strefford has been to a couple of these events and was back for more this year flying his 80” span Hanger9 electric powered Piper Pawnee. Eric had a bit of a scare when on his last flight some strange sounds began emanating from the model followed by the departure of a section of magnetically restrained top decking. The model was safely landed and Eric reported that he suspected motor trouble to be at the root of the problem but as yet this is unconfirmed.

[image: image19.jpg]



With that wing outline it couldn’t be anything other than a Piper.
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Another pretty aircraft. 


Brian Wood has recently acquired a Hanger 9 1/3 scale RV4. The model spans 85” and only weighs in the region of 18lbs. so as you will realize the Saito 57cc twin cylinder 4 stroke petrol engine that Brian shoehorned in provides ‘adequate’ power! Brian has only had the model for a couple of weeks and is still feeling his way with it but 1st impressions are that he likes it so far.

This is a model based on the home built Van’s RV4 which at one time was [and may still be] the most popular/numerous home build aircraft in the world. Looking at its sleek lines and bearing in mind that it is capable of aerobatics we can understand why.
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Brian’s simple but very attractive RV4.
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These models fly superbly; I know I’ve got one myself!


Steve Moyle is a regular at these events and usually brings along enough models to hold an event on his own! This year was no exception with his van again being opened to reveal around a dozen airframes. I will concentrate on a couple of the more notable ones present that we may not have seen before. 

Firstly was a very evocative WW11 Messerschmitt ME262 twin jet fighter. This was the Freewing foamy powered by 6S driven twin EDF’s. Andy Johnson flew the model which in the air looks every bit as menacing as the real thing must have. I have no other details of this model so will leave it to the photos.
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The view many WW11 allied pilots would have had as the 262 shot past them!
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And the view they didn’t want as it shot towards them!
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A very graceful but deadly killer. Still impressive after 75 yes 75 years!


Sticking with Steve he also brought along his P38 Lightening twin. We saw this last year but it’s such a nice model I don’t think anyone will object to another look at it?
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What a beast it was!


Rob Kronenburg treated us to two models at this years event. His first we have seen before, namely his electric Wilga. I didn’t get details this year but if memory serves it is a Blackhorse ARTF of around 70” span. Well suited to the weather on the day Rob had several nice flights with the model which I’m sure he enjoyed as much as we did.
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Rob’s Wilga which he flies regularly and why not; we buy ‘em to fly ‘em.
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Typical Wilga approach but Rob where are the flaps?


We’ll get back to Rob later but for the moment let’s have a look at Richie Robinson’s latest acquisition. This model was recently advertised on the BMFA website and Richie couldn’t resist it; understandably when you see it. It’s a Balsa USA ¼ scale Fokker DV11 finished in the colours of Lothar Von Richtofen, younger brother of Manfred. The model spans 88”, weighs 26lbs and is powered by a Zenoah 38cc petrol engine which by all accounts is ‘just about enough’. That said the engine is almost new so may ‘loosen up’ and give a bit more when run in. Flown very nicely by Andy Johnson I’ll let the pictures do the rest of the talking.
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Richie’s new DV11.
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Some nice ‘fussy’ detailing around the cowl and engine.
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Where a model like this belongs; in the air with the sun on its wings.
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Looks good from any angle does a DV11 and no bracing wires to faf with!

Mike Waller brought along his World Models Clipped Wing Cub [phew what a mouthful] finished in a striking red and white sunburst scheme. The model is powered by a .52 f/s and looks a treat both on the ground and in the air. Pretty as a picture these models and what a great way to get into some pleasant relaxed scale flying, although the clipped wing cub will fly some nice gentle aerobatics if that is your thing.
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I think it’s a rule that there has to be a cub at a scale event; we had two!
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Floating in for a landing that hardly disturbed a blade of grass.


Eric Strefford again brought along his two grandchildren Nathan and Liam. Nathan flew his electric ARTF Spacewalker and again as last year put in several delightful flights as he again enjoyed himself getting into the spirit of the event. Both Nathan and Liam get better every time we see them fly, if they carry on at this rate we shall all have to watch out in the not too distant future!
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Nathan’s Spacewalker being put through its paces.
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As in the case of the earlier cub this is a nice way to get into a bit of scale flying.

Not to be outdone Liam flew his trusty T28. Think it’s from FMS but will stand corrected if that is wrong. What I am sure about is that Liam has really got to grips with this model now and to paraphrase the old saying ‘fly’s it like he stole it!’
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The T28 about to go.
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And in it’s element. The performance belies the small size of these excellent models; try one.


Also flying a foam T28 but this time a slightly larger 2 mtr one was George Murgatroyd. This version if from E Flite and is no longer available. Again I have a little knowledge of these as I have one. They are very light, well finished and look superb in the air. They came pretty much ready to fly with minimal assembly time and everything fitted except battery, yes they even have a 3 axis gyro Rx installed if you are a Spektrum man. Basically put it together fit a 6S lipo and away you go. Speaking from experience with my example a 4500 size pack is good for about 7-8 minutes. These T28’s in their various scales are obviously proving popular as Mark Edwards also flew one on the day.
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The larger T28. Super model it’s a shame they discontinued it.



George also brought along and flew a very nice electric glider. Sorry George I didn’t get any details of this. It looks to be of composite construction and was quite impressive at well over 100” span. Very graceful and majestic wafting around sniffing out thermals.
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George’s glider having just come to rest after a relaxing flight.



Long time LADMAS member Graham Green brought along his yellow and black Laser 150 powered Cap 232 which he has had for some time now as you soon realize when you see how well he flies this well ‘sorted’ model. Every aspect of his flight appears inch prefect to on lookers, proof if it were needed that practice does indeed make prefect.
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No introductions needed here. I’d like to bet this model has been a club member as long as Graham has!!!...



Graham also brought along his foam Spitfire. Sorry Graham didn’t get any shots this year but here’s one from an earlier meeting.
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Nice ‘Trop’ Spitfire as a contrast to the more familiar European types.


Barry Sherborne along with having spent most of the previous week preparing the field for the event also found time to sort out a starting problem on his 1/3 scale Fokker DV1, get it to the field and get a couple of flights in with it. Impressive multi tasking Barry especially considering we are mere men! You may remember the model from last year but just to remind you. It is scratch built from his own plan, Solartex covered and brush painted. The engine is a glorious sounding 75cc Saito 450 3 cylinder radial which appears effortless in its quiet power delivery. I managed a couple of photos with Barry’s DV1 and Riches DV11 formating on each other which due to the focal length and positioning of the models helps the illusion of similar scale sizes. 



Barry by the way also once again secured a landslide victory in the annual club ‘please put those legs away’ award!
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Following a suitable period of leg pulling to accompany it’s reluctance to start dame Darcy Sherbourne curtseys graciously to the assembled throng as his Saito finally fires up!!!!!....
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Nice up close and personal shot of the business end of Barry’s DV1.
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Two generations of Fokker: the DV11 in the foreground and its predecessor the DV1 behind.
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The Dawn Patrol. Those two Fokkers again out looking for a fight!



Sticking with the WW1 theme we also had a Fokker Dr1 Triplane being flown at the event. This one was I think from the Flair kit and was built to ¼ scale giving a span of around 72” for the top wing. The sum total of my information on this model is that it was owned and flown by Steve Vodder. I can confirm that it had a single cylinder 2 stroke petrol engine of I’m guessing around 26cc? I can also confirm that it flew beautifully. Sadly try as I might I couldn’t get it into shot with one of the other 2 period aircraft but we can’t have everything.
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Still to this day probably one of the world’s most recognizable aircraft of all time.
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Only just over 300 built but what an impression it has left.
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The business end. Engine looks very Zenoah’ish to me.


Matt Kelly our events manager arrived at the field with nice Red Bull petrol powered Extra powered by a DLE 60cc flat twin motor which for some reason I didn’t manage to get any pics of. Sorry Matt the link between brain and fingers must have failed on the camera as I was sure I had got it until I got home and checked. Fortunately he also had a very nice Avro Vulcan electric model of 3ft span finished in the earlier high altitude anti flash white scheme which was quickly changed to the later camouflage scheme when our intel revealed that the Russians had ground to air missiles that could reach it. Graham green provided the convincing decals applied to this model which flew as well as it looked.
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Matt’s early high altitude Vulcan. Another aircraft which sadly we are unlikely to see airborne again.
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Nice scheme and nicely flown by Matt.



Whilst on the subject of Vulcan’s and for comparison Steve Moyle had brought along his similar sized low level camouflaged version which was of similar size to Matt’s and when flown together gave a nice illustration of the change of markings prompted by the tactical change to low level strikes under the enemy radar. As these aircraft formed a big part of our nuclear deterrent during the height of the ‘cold war’ it’s worth sparing a thought for the brave lads who flew them. They freely admit themselves that they were fully aware that if deployed in anger they were unlikely to come back and even if they did there would be nothing here to come back to. Hero’s one and all and worth a quiet moments reflection and gratitude in tribute to their bravery when watching our model versions ‘buzzing’ around the strip. Anyone who has seen the real thing displaying can’t help but be at the same time awed by the sheer presence of the beast and also stunned and angered at what has subsequently happened to our countries aircraft industry. We once led the world; what of the future?
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The later camouflaged markings to allow low level strikes.



Andy Johnson had a very nice handy sized P51 Mustang that he flew in a ‘spirited’ fashion with multiple low passes to show off the sleek aggressive lines of this WW11 wonder machine known then and now as the Cadillac of the skies. 2 stroke petrol powered and looking to span around 90” these models always perform well at whatever scale and this was no exception. It was this aircraft when seen in the skies over Berlin engaging the defending 109’s & 190’s that prompted the German high command to declare, “Gentlemen the war is over”.

[image: image53.jpg]



The Mustang on a rasping pass.
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And coming around for a second strike. Would not like to have been staring down the barrels of those six 0.5 inch guns! 




Adam Johnson had a very large Laser aerobatic model which I took several pictures of but again finger/camera trouble meant that none of the photos were in anything like focus and could not be reproduced. Apologies for that but this model is no hangar queen and can be seen flying at Halsall on a fairly regular basis.
He did also have with him a Vaught Corsair. Now if I’ve got my memory card images sorted out this should be it!
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The Chance Vought Corsair. Bit of a mouthful that and the real thing was a bit of a handful too!



As promised back now to our quizmaster Rob Kronenburg for his second model, a neat little foam EDF DH Vampire. Not got a lot of detail on this one other than it was small, pretty and flew beautifully, what more can you ask. Powered I’m guessing by a small’ish [2200] 3 cell lipo running it wont break the bank either.
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The little foam Vampire looking pretty as a picture.



Back to powered gliding now with George Firth’s Duo Disco offering. This model looked to be around 9’ span and George had furnished it with its own custom take off dolly. It put in some excellent flights quietly sniffing out thermals throughout the warm sunny day.
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The model on its ‘dolly’ about to take off.
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At height looking for thermals. Of course this is a photographer’s nightmare as the pilot spends all his time trying to get as far as possible from the camera!
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Easier to snap on the final approach. Now George how about someone in the ‘office’?



In spite of the hot weather we only got two Mosquito’s and here they are. Now my paperwork, such as it is tells me that one belongs to Steve Moyle but I have no owner details for the second. I can further state that at least one of them was flown by Andy Johnson. The other thing I can say is that flown together they looked superb when formating on each other and were a delight to see crossing the strip together on coordinated passes. Both were the same size and of foam construction with electric power and looked to have more that earned a good value ‘smiles per pound [£]’ label.
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No mistaking that shape. During WW11 it is said that enemy pilots could claim 2 kills if they got one of these!
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How could anything that pretty be so lethal?
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One looks good but two; sublime. They are both in there honest!

[image: image63.jpg]



And again in case you missed them the 1st time through. Low and slow makes for easy photo’s…..just saying!



Back to a bit of electric ‘jettery’ now with yet another model from Steve Moyle. This was his prop driven electric Hawker Hunter. Looking at it I suspect that it started its life with an I/C engine in the nose but this one proved that electric is the way to go. I have no information re its origins but suspect it is from a now long since unavailable kit rather than an ARTF. Fixed undercarriage and a slightly enlarged wing was the only thing that gave the game away as it displayed for us.
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The Hunter. Never had supersonic capability but our front line fighter/strike aircraft for a considerable time and arguably the prettiest jet aircraft ever made?


And so to the awards. 



This is not and never has been a competition day but Matt and the team decided that it would be a nice touch to identify and reward those models and pilots whose efforts had impressed on the day. With that in mind the 3 categories along with their respective winners as voted for by the members present were as follows;

Best single engined model-Tony Fagan  -  1/3 scale DH Tiger Moth.

Best electric model-Steve Moyle   -  Hawker Hunter.

Best multi engine-Steve Moyle  -  ME262.


Congratulations to the winners who are pictured below with the spoils of victory.
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Steve [left] along with Adam and his two winning models and trophies.
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Tony [left] sharing the limelight with the pilot of his Tiger Moth John and the trophy.


Matt had also arranged a raffle with some nice prizes on offer to the winners. As usual I managed to skilfully avoid even coming close to winning any of them!



And so to the end of the day. The popularity of this event is scarcely in doubt but as ever it relies on the exact weather conditions we experienced this year to make it a success. With that in mind spare a thought for our club mates who arrange these events weeks or even months in advance of the scheduled date with no knowledge of what conditions we will face on the day. With this in mind hopefully we will experience similar conditions and a similar level of support for those events such as the Warbirds day and Wright Memorial that Matt and the team will be planning for our Halsall site later in the year.



Thanks to the organisers, planners, workforce and participating pilots without whom the day would have been a non event.

Alan Glover.  

